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WHAT HAS GONE BEFORE

SCARLET FEVER AND

ANSEL PLAGUE take
over the Spanish ship. the
Eva!iselista, bound for
Monterey.

CARMELITA RODRIGUEZ
saves Lady Rawhide from the
gangrenous peison cut into
Lady Rawhide’ system by
Scarlet's Cadaver Blade.

LADY R@WH[DE has

hovered in feverish twilight,
unable to help her brother.
Ramon, who has been
knocked overboard.
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in this magazine are entirely fictional.



SHE HAS LOST
ANITA SANTIASO.

SHE HAS LOST
) LADY RAWHIDE .
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-~ AND SHE
TRBELES
REGAW
HER IDENTITIES,
ANORPHOUS
AWARENESS
wG 7/

THEY MAVE RADED INTO A GREY
VOIB, LOST AS THE WP BECOMES
DARKER AND VASTER, ENGULEING
/DENTITY,

AND THEN THE GRE>

REVERSES
ITSELF, LIGHTENS AND NARROWS -~

—
—

-~
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SWE REALIZES
SwE /& BOTH

RAWHIDE,
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AS SOON AS SHE HAS RECLAIMED,
MER IDENTITIES, HER BROTHER S
NAHE (S /N HER HE4D--

3 Y

-=LIKE A SHOUT OF _7, ‘l'

SHE STARTE T2 MAN RAWN'S
MAME A&WP AS CARHELITE

N
P
o]

SHE CANNOT SPEAK RAMON 'S
NAME, FOR THEN CARMELITA
MIGHT WONDER WHY THE

MASKED REP-HEAD WAILS
FOR ANITH SANTIAGOS
BROTHER, L
WHAT 'S BE| e
HAPPENJHG‘:’ =Y

pat [\ )‘,"-
WHAT /S ﬁ-\? 7,

HAPPENING T,
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IMSIDIOWS LY HOLPING Kt
PEEP BENSATH THE
SLRRACE -~
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'
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WU ARE LOOKING BETTER. ) I FEEL
BETTER. T

HAVE NO IDEA
WHY,

=

e

=
i

JUST AS T DON'T REALLY UNDERSTAND
| WHY I WAS SUDPENLY SO STRICKEN. T
WAS SURE L WAS DYING.

ONE THING

"CADAVER BLAPE?" IS THAT WHAT YOU SAID.

¢ \
n

o 7 {ll CY
Iy THAT S HER CHARMHMWS PET
u MAME FOR HER SWORD. T
i HATE PET NAMES FOR

~ Il a FUNCTIONAL THINGS,
Y/ / ’ {.

e
[)

BUT WHAT'S THE

USE OF BISKING

YOUR LIFE AND
BEING LAPY
RAWHIPE IF YOu
CAN'T SPEAK

\

SOMETIMES
T FEAR I'VE

CANDID FOR




T M ETILL SO SHAKkY. ITM NOT USED TO NOT HAVING CQUITE AWHILE, T AFRAID.
CONTROL OVER MY LIMBS, HAVING THEM DO WHAT T I PIP THE BEST I CouLD
G WANT THEM TO

FROM THE WY L FEEL, \
YOU WORKED MIRACLES.
I'D BE HARD PRESSED
T THINK OF 4 DOCTOR
I'VE EVER MET WHO
COULD DO BETTER--

IE T KNOW HOW »Ou

FROM WHAT I CouLl
MAKE OUT, THROUGH
HERE, THEY'RE SETTING
WP SOME TYPE OF
RIGGING FROM THAT

BLOND BIT=.PIRATES =
SHIP TO OURS,

A
T can Fieue \ (&
15 THE> RE GOING

TO TRANSEER
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M THE TINY PUNCTLRE MARKS

TO CARMELITA.
THE NIGH T HAS BEEN

\ [ 4 rorRiEyIMG EROTICISM W "
HS COUMAND AND GESTIRE -~

-=AND YET NON- WTFM%G A

SEXUAL SENMSE, BECAUSE PRACULA
WAS UNDPEAD, A'MD ?ME' M\EEAD 2:
DID NOT MAVE SEX-

==AND YET SHE FELT HER OWN .S&\”L"Aiff}’
MORE ACUTELY THAN SHE EVER HAD

IN SOME WiArS, AS SuRPeiswveiy:
SHE HAD FELT A SENSUAL

COCOON IN THIS ROOM, WARM
AND CLOSE ANP ISOLATED.

AND SHE CAN'T DEEINE IT, ;

syrmemac:cw; rory PV
THOLIGH THEY ARE

.srm WV THE ROOM-~

-~ AND SHE FEELS SkY
AW AWK HARD,

A TREMOR IV HER
VOICE Wikl REVEAL
HER EMOTIONA),




LADY> RAWHIDE (S FERPLEXEP. SOHETHING
HAS CHANGED THEM, BUT SHE
CAN'T DEFINE WHAT THE CHANGE /S.

CARHMELITA KEERS AVOIPING
EXYE JONTACT, SHE P ALMAST
DEENE THE Bewavior 45 4 )

Anxeery; excerr i
Wiy CARMELITA SHOULD | Jf
FEEL EITHER 1S aup — 7
soow e S~
AN e s Y

MAYEE CARMELITHA
/5 SPEAKING THE

:\‘ R
TR

WHAT THE YOU MIND IE I USE ONE OF
HELL ARE THESE T2 CLEAN MY BLAPE?

THEY e P~

LOAPING I CON'T WANT

our % HALF -DRIED

THERE? LoD

COFEINST
ARE THOSE | -
COFFINST

N

GO AHEAD. THEYARE. T
RECOGN

NZE
COFFINS. T'VE BEEN
CLOSE TOCOFFINS.

YOU MEAN, BECAUSE OF YOUR
-

MEN TRANS
i FER JOFFING TO OUR 531?2

FEVER HAVE HER
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AS IF THE SPILLING OF BLOOP,
OR THE TAKING OF LIFE . HADP ‘

NO MEANING TO

ANP ONCE TONE, THEY
FEEL NONE ©F THE
PAIN THE> HAVE

USED.

I CAN'T HELP BUT

THINK THAT THE

HEARTS OF SUcH

PECPLE, IN SPIRIT,
ETHA,




THAT 5 BECAUSE

LY. ALMAST
[sw TO SMILE S& SWEET Rignllol

SEALLY .

_"')‘.!
S

7 e

TRAT WOLLD BE THE MORAMAL
ANSWER. T THINK SHES HIDING
SOME KIND OF WEAPONS INSIDE
THERE, ANP ug%ﬁ THE COFFINS

REMEMBER. You GO
W\ DO WHAT I Can'T Do,

p 21230




ANSEL PLAGUE BECAVE A SEAGIRER
k=l TO OTHER LANPSCAPES
AND HORIZONS THAN THE ATLANTIC
CEEAN.

ME LEFT RHOPE ISLAND SO HE
COULD PURSUE HIS CRAET AS
A BAINTER, AND AT THE S4ME

VICLENT

ANGEL PLAGLIE PAINTED
BECALSE .frddVE MHIS
LIFE MEANING. b/

HE KILLED ANP HE
WAS GOOD AT 1T
BECAUSE HE Do NOT
HAVE TOKILLON A
DAiLy BAS IS, AND
THLS, IN BETWEEN
KILLINGS, ITGAVE
Hir OPRORTLINY,

ik %

f r

TIME FIND A VENT FOR HIS “e
o

THEY HAD MALIGNED -~

/

M

--AND [T WAS
— ANSEL'S BELIEF

THAT THEY LIVED
W FEAR THEY

Y TH THOSE
Tﬁ@' HAD TRIED
7O DESTROY,

THEY WOLLD GROVEL
AT THE FEET OF

THOSE PETS WHOSE
WORKS THEY ENPORSED

—

1T WASN'T LIKE A SHiP
DPECK ASHED RED WiTH
BLOOD, DILUTED BY S4LT
WATER, RUSHING IN
RIVIHLETS OF PINKISH GORE.,

/T WAS QUIET AND SEDITE
WARKARE, BLT WAREARE
MNOWE THE LESS.,

MNP INELRRECTION AND
MUTINY WS JLHRYE 4
POSS/BILIT>




HERE'S THE THING ABOUT CRITICS, SCARLET.

el

A
SHIP. THERE DU
HAVE ONLY WNDYING

POINT. CRITICS
WOLLDN'T KNOW THEIR
Widy AROUNE 4 SHORD
OR A PHYSICAL *
KILLING, THEX RE

PEOPLE S BLOOD
ANP SWEAT WITH
THE CRAVEN
SNIPPERY OF
THEIR QUILL PENS,

THEY BETTER NOT SAY
THEY HATE YOUR PAINTING
OF ME...WELL, ULNLESS

TO CONTEND WITH
SOME CRAVENLY
CRITIC- SAFELY

Z HATE IT--
. TUCKED AWidy
BUT THEN WHERE Y CAN'T
ELEAVE SOME

ARTT: SENS/-
BULITY INTS HIM--

==WITH YOUR
Ll AX BLADE.




|HERE 'S WHAT I SUSPECT..THAT
DEEP IN THEIR HEARTS,THEIR BLoop
RUNS WITH THE KNCWLEDGE THAT
THE>” CANNOT CREATE.

}
THEY TON'T HAVE THE c:r,r:r
TO PAINT OR WRITE OF A

=-AND YET MISERASLY AWARE
THEY NEVER WILL HAVE THE TALENT

WELL, AS T ALWAYS 5S4y, EVERYONE HAS A RIGHT
T2 AN OFINION. I PON'T MING THAT,

LONG AS YOU DON'T MAKE 4 LIVING TELLING
OTHER PEOPLE WHAT TO THINK, WHAT THEY HAVE

TO LIKE OR HATE.
OquﬁSE, I REALIZE ITS

- AND IN YOUR CASE, IT WOULD CRUSH

PEOPLE 'S OWN BAMN BAULT THE>

ME IF YoU THOUGHT I FAILED TO
CAPTURE

N LET ME SEE IF T CAN GET )ouR
SAIL PAST HALF-MAST.
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AND IT BETTER
FE DAMN Goop,
WHATEVER IT IS,

" "i-r 4

< MARTIN CANIZARES TRIES NOT TOLET |
IT'S CANIZARES, CAFTAIN  \ 3 HIS EYES STRAY TOWARD MH/S

FEVER, THE TRANSFER OF || CAPTAIN'S EYES.
COFFINS HAS BEGUN. 7/ 1\
= (WIS WOKCE 1S STHLL A PAINFLL GRAVEL
SINCE THE RED-HEADED

WU... WANTED ‘:
o BE NOTIFIED, ) 174 WRAPPED HER WHIP ABOUT T

ﬁ II |HE SWEARS HE STILL TASTES BLOOE
J | W HIS MOUTH,
|
) X

HE DOESN'T NEED ANY MORE
\Bd/N, AND SCARLET IS

rapasLE o weicrms | (S N
COME IN, BAIN WiTH EASE. §
CANIZARES . sou aave A pamn ceor ) © I

ABOUT MY THROAT, %
I THINK SOMETHING

GOT CRUSHED INSIDE .|




WHILE PLAGUE ANC T WATCH THE
TRANSFER FROM THIS SIPE--

-=T WANT YU TO PREPARE THE PECK

FOR THE BLTEHERY THAT WiLL CoW-

MENCE A6 SOON AS WE HAVE THE
NEW AWMLV TION IMGREDPIENTS,

HAVE THE EVANGELISTA'S
CAN) GATHERED
BY THE MIZZENMAST POLE.

WE'LL USE THER AMMU-
NITION STORES NOT THE
SATAN'S OWN FOR OUR
APDITIONAL INGREDIENTS

HOU KNOW, ANGEL, WHEN

ILoOK AT THIS PLAN T

HAVE, I BELIEVE L HAVE

AN ARTISTIC SIPE,
TOO.

THERE S SCMETHING
POETIC, DON'T X1l
THINK, USING THE




memw *
0 i
=

PR ———

o2 P
A DNIE (A POETIC [RONY, WITHOUT A BUBT. )]
i
% 7 E IRONY Wi
T T
]







SHE DIP NOT BECOME ANGR>
OR FEEL ANY GUILT™ WHEN SHE
NG

L \‘II/L

SHE DID NOT LOSE ANy NDERST: MOURNERS REASSURED HM,
mm{wﬂﬂfm AND SOMEHOW, Vmﬂxm MASH J" WE"S‘!’P&E WS 4 "STALWMRT
SURE Wiy, EQUATED THE TEARS Wirk LITTLE GIRL."

WEAKNESS, i R

THROWGH USELESS
WHEN DEATH CLAlMED HER
MOTHER,

"4 ZoL

\II \J
ESPECIALLY AFTER THEY MOVED TO MASEACHL -
SETTS, BECAUSE MER FATHER MO LONGER HAD THE
"WEART, “ AND ABSLIRD SENTIMENT IF SHE'D EVER
HEARD ONE, TO LIVE IN THE HOUSE WHERE HER
MOTHER HAP DIED.

HER FATHER ONCE TOLD HER, YEARS LATER, WHEN

THEY HAD BEEN DRINKING R?Em m-frms
THOUGHT SOMEHOW THE FEVER SHE'D HAP AS A
CHILD HAD BURNED ALL mEG?‘faE OF MmN
EMOTION FROM -

SPANISH REALM FOR
RUMINATIONS OF DEATH.

A POUBLOON FOR YOUR THOUGHTS. SAVE YOUR MONEY, ANSEL, LET'S GO TORSIDE.




JONACIO ROCHO PP NOT HAVE A LADY RAWHIDE STARES AT THE
FEAR OR CORRSES, SWAYING COFEINS ANP THE
DARK DEFPTHS OF CCEAN--

=

SHE DOESN'T WANT TO THINK ABOUT RAMON,
THERE /5 NOTHING SHE CAN P2 ABOWT HiM.

AS THEY WORKED, HE
DIDN'T GIVE A PART - {4
CULAR WEAPON A /)
SECOND THOWGHT.




MDA 5
= —=TO CLAIM THE fox
J AR AND THE \

e

SHE Lanps wiriA
GRACE Rasow wourp I
HAVE APPLALDED. -
HE WAS 41145 ; e
\=1 PROyD OF HER | = L
(== Accamrr. i

SHE WONDERS WHAT HE
WOULD HAVE

OF LADY RAWHIDE , IF
HE'D KNOWN ABOUT
HER, KNOWN SHE
DARED e

DRESS AND ACTIONS.,

HE'D HAVE FEARED FOR HER,
S 4LLSHE /S SURE ABouT, iy
THE REST SHE WILL NEVER KNOMW,




IT 6 BEEN A LONG MGHT. IGNACIO ROCHO WAS SLIRE ONCE THE SHE HAD
COFEING WERE ABOARD THE EVANGELISTA /T WOUlLD BE OVER. B M T St LEACING:

Wi

HE WOULD CRAWL TO SOVE R SENNg
HIDDEN CORNER AND S.EEF. N8 —

DAMN! AN You

BELIEB ID7 EBRY

PIME You DINK

SHE'S GONE..SHES
~ Bas




THE WooD | SHE'LL SMASH [T, THE
WiLL Wiy SHE'LL SMASH THE

NTER. | SMILE OFF SCARLETS
7 FACE -~

S Z
/

JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH !
I'M NOT JUST TALKING TS

LLLLL

L7 ONE THING TM SURE OF, T M SMASHING THROUGH You, you Y\
[\ SoN OF 4 BITCH! M FINISHING WHAT T SET OUT 10 DO/ 7







) BuT THERES NOT %,
Sl £ DAMN THING YOu

7 s Y _
NOT OWLY IS THERE A CORPSE
INSIPE, BUT ITIS MARKED,

?

\ A BROW OF DRIED FLESH STILL
|| BEARING THE WHITE ASHEN MARE
OF THE CROSS/

"I’l'wfll A -

A WARNING

i THAT THIS
‘] was Avicris
\ A oF sose nPe




THE WHIPPING POST

SEND YOUR CARDS, LETTERS AND PONY EXPRESS DISPATCHES TO:
LADY RAWHIDE c¢/o TOPPS COMICS. ONE WHITEHALL STREET. NY. NY 10004

Dear Don and Renee,

Imagine it, I'm in Abilene Texas c.wt:.)gr{nphinciI
copies of OUT OF THE WEST. I'm wearing my hat,
my boots, my leather ouffit. Got that? But BOOKS
2 ENJOY dlso sells comics. Soon “m signing my
letter in LADY RAWHIDE: OTHER PEOPLES
BLOOD. And they sell out!

I'm sure LADY RAWHIDE is selling out all over
the country. And with good reason. The new
series is as fine as the last. Thanks for sending me
a copy of the first issue and the nifty poster.
Speaking of posters, | made with the

orgeous poster of Zorro and Lady Rawhide
ﬂuring my frip to Abilene!

And, Don, when we get you out west, we'll
make sure we keep you in the saddle with your hat
on your head. After all, we wouldn’t want
anything untoward to happen to Lady Rawhide’s

creator.
Till Later,
Jan Archer, author of
historical novels
MAVERICK MOON and
QUT OF THE WEST
Richardson, Texas

Jane, I've enjoyed your letters, and I'm ready o
saddle up and move out. Whether my hat makes
the total trip is another issue entirely. LADY
RAWHIDE has been selling out in many stores,
within the first couple of days of its release. In an
normal markeiﬁface this would mean stores would
be increasing their orders, and perhaps,
eventually, many would have, but we'll never know,
since this is, for the immediate future, the last issue
of the series

To the Kind Folks that bring me LADY RAWHIDE

My sincerest gratitude for the many hours I've
spent enjoying what | consider to be the most
enthralling comic book product {and among the
best ever) I've ever had the pleasure to absorb.

As a child of the Sixties, | immersed myself in
Goldenday'’s Tarzan stories as rendered by Russ
Manning, but as | grew older my trips to the comic
book stores and my purchases became infrequent.
| read a lot of books and still do, but in the Nineties
my inferest in comic books has been rekindled.
Quantum Leap and the reappearance of Tarzan on
the stand led me to discovering the second issue of
DRACULA VS, ZORRO and | liked it and started
watching for more issues. Since then ZORRO, THE
LONE RANGER AND TONTO, and LADY
IRAW‘HIDE have become mainstays on my favorites
ist.

Strong storylines fraught with adventure are

certainly your forte, Mr. McGregor. Snappy verbal
exchanges and the relative e);ﬁeﬂnciion of point of
veiw of your characters give them a sense of
integrity to mix with their swashbuckling. (And oh
so much swashbuckling!) | confess “Other Peoples
Blood” has me mesmerized. | love pirate stories
and the thrill of the episodic ride.

Your artists, Esteban Maroto, Mike Mayhew and
the others convey your stories with such intense
and exciting passion that | marvel at their mastery.
It can’t be an easy thing to get a perfect match at
the seam of pages 2 and 3 of “Poisons under the
Flesh”, but Scarlet’s sword is perfectly on-line.
Multi-panel pages have been consistently sirong
throughout, but in case nobody else ever points it
out, I'd just like to say that | really appreciate the
whole package you've put together. Ya'll produce
a class product.

Well, | guess I'm getting wordy. Just wanted to
let you know I'm a big fan and why.

Adios mi amigos.
Rick Chambers
Irving, TX 75061

P.S.-I'd like to thank Josh at LONE STAR
COMICS in Irving, TX for his help in acquiring
Eour issues which at fimes have been hard to come

Y.

Well, Rick, Id like to join you in those thanks to
Josh at LONE STAR COMICS, foo. | appreciate the
efforts by store owners who help my stories reach
the readers who want them. Hopetully,
somewhere, some day, you'll get the chance to
Eeaf the last six issues of “Other Peoples Blood,”

ick.

Dear Whipping Post,
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
| have not been so excited about a comic book
character since Evangeline. Lady Rawhide is
raceful, witty, and fun. She is the perfect woman
r girls to admire. She knows, as Anita, when to
be polite and modest, and quietly strong.
However, as Lady Rawhide, she is brazen, strong
and free. She has no shame about her bedy, nor
should she! And even uses it to her advantage.
Thank you also for Captain Scarlet Fever. She is
so much fun. | know that Lady Rawhide # 4 is
going to give us more background on Ansel
Plague, so when do you tell us about Scarlet?
Please don’t make us wait too long.
Thanks Again,
Sandra Stoll
Florissant, MO

In this very issue you hold, Sandra, we spend



quite a lot of time with Scarlet as a child. If you
ever have the chance to read “Other Peoples
Blood” Part Eight, you'll see how Scarlet became a
pirate capfain.

I'm glad you feel so positvely about Lady
Rawhide. I'loved writing her. I'll miss her. There
will be, by the way, apparently a LADY RAWHIDE

action figure ready for sale in 1998.

The Whipping Post,

Don, | keep trying to write you, and | keep
gefting in over my head. Your stories and
characters are so deep and complex, that | get
overwhelmed with all | want to say. So, I'm going
to try to stick to the thoughis that occured to me
while reading LADY RAWHIDE #3

| just realized how action-oriented you are as a
writer. it should have been obvious, but | always
thought of you in terms of theme and character, but
this issue proved action isn't short changed. | can't
remember a more thrilling ride since Melissa Siren
gave birth to twins in SABRE. This whole issue
must have taken only a few minutes in real time.
Ramon in the water, Anita cut by the Cadaver
Blade! Are you trying to give me an anxiety
attack?

Speaking of characters, without periodic issues
devoted to long monologues like some of the other
writers do, you've really made me care about these

le. | love Anita for her bravery and good
umor. | hate Scarlet Fever for her casuclﬁ:ruefry,
And | can't help but sympathize with Ramon,
“Starting with such promise and passion and
ending in bitter resignation.”

It's great that you didn't kill off Ramon for Anita’s
motivation (like Batman, et al). What Ramon is
now, and what he was, are a constant reminder of
the injustice of life, for both Anita and the reader.
Here is a young man, handsone and free thinking
enough to be confused for Zorro, ending up
horriE[y wounded. Ramon treated his sister like an
equal, encouraged her intellect, her talents, and
her fearlessness. That Ramon is gone. lamgine the
loss for Anita, of probably her or?ly true conﬂidanle_
But Ramon is still alive, justa ghost of his former
self, bitter and transformed by pain info the
opposite of what he wanted to be in his life. This
has much more impact than a one-dimensional cut-
out killed off in the first act to set up the hero’s
mofivation.

If Zorro isn't going to be in this book, Ramon
provides the spark for Lady Rawhide to play
against. Frankly, Nikolai Antonov form “It Can't
Happen Here” was a bland damsel in distress. Ii's
the dialogue between Lady rawhide and Zorro, the
Nick and Nora Charles of their day, that | find
erotic. But don't stop the cheesecake, cause thats
fun too.

One last question: Will Lady Rawhide be
fighting Buck Wylde, buck-naked?

Ronald Jay Kearschner
Louisville, KY 40205

Good question, Ron! The mind boggles! You
know what Sean Connery says, “Never say never!”
I¥'s exciting when a reader lets you know they

enjoyed the ride, doubly so in this case since you
compare it to my earlier work on SABRE. When
we showed the gab:’es being born, Jan Mullaney at
Eclipse comics called fo tell me he feared we'd ,;se
thousands of copies in sales. | told Jan that a baby
being born was natural, and the scene should stay,
since SABRE always looked askance at society’s
notions of right and wrong, but that I'd take out
any act of violence he wanted. When the next
batch of pages came in and Jan saw Deuces Wild
and Summer lce kissing, he just looked at artist

Billy Graham and said, “I quess there’s no sense
talking to Don about this, huh?”

Anyhow, that brings me to the end of the letters
column. | should let you know that you can contact
Zorro Productions with e-mail at their website
about your inferest in seeing Lady Rawhide
continue. You can also learn about updates of the
Zorro movie, and lots of other things Zorro related.
Contact- www.zorro.com

Adios, amigos,

Be kind to each ofher.

Be kind to yourselves.

And hang in there.

Join us For

JACKIE CHAN'S

out of it!

INTERNATIONAL ACTION MOVIE
SUPERSTAR JACKIE CHAN LEAPS OFF
THE SCREEN AND INTO THE PAGES OF A
NEW COMIC BOOK INSPIRED BY HIS HIT MOVIES!
GET IN ON THE GROUND FLOOR. SEND IN THE
COUPON BELOW AND WE'LL PUT YOU ON OUR
OFFICIAL MAILING LIST!! SPECIAL OFFERS TO COME!
L MAIL TO:
REMEE WITTERSTAETTER-EDITOR

Jackie CHAN's SparTan X-Topps CoMICs
ONE WHITEHALL STREET
Mew York, NY 10004

Yes, I'M A ].ld(IE CHAN FAN—PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ABOUT
JACKIE CHAN'S SPARTAN X

997 AT WILLE PROORCTIONL. (73
Pubiched tachery by e Togpt Compuny.

o

Address:

Phone: ( )




en | first started writing
the ZORRO: MATANZAS!
storyline, my thought
was to bring Lucien Machete
as an antagonist for Zorro into
the forefront. Lady Rawhide
had appeared in ZORRO’s
number 2, 3, 6-11, and |
wanted to bring other
supporting cast members
center stage. Who knew it'd
be years later before you
readers would have tZe
chance to read this series.
Hell, who knew it might be a
long time before you’d get to
finish “Other People’s Blood.”
We were starting our second
year of ZORRO comics, and |
wanted to enrich the roles of
the people around Zorro,
beyond Lady Rawhide, and

' the events occur that would

;|
£

ZORRO is TM & ©1997 Zorro Productions, Inc. Al Rights Reser

hopefully surprise and move
our regular readership
emotionally, as well as
embrace the thematic whole
that permeates “Zorro’s
Renegades.” As a storyteller, |
wanted to do things the
readers would not anticipate,
yet would make sense in
dramatic context. that they
would identify with

these characters
and what
happens to
them in

* @ Ma
4

by
" Don M;Gregor

their distant time period on a
very visceral level. Time no
longer distances. Some things
are eternal.

The safe course would have
been to stay with the
dynamics of the Zorro/Lad
Rawhide relationship, but for
the strength of the series long-
term, it was important that its
texural shadings and Zorro’s
interaction with the other
people inhabiting early
Spanish Los Angeles was vital,
to broaden the scope of the
series as it focused in on
specific incidents of high
impact.

And now, some pages of
Mike Mayhew’s astounding
pencils for the upcoming
MATANZAS! These pages
showcase Zorro uns Machete
at each others’ throats! |
wanted to use some of Mike’s
gorgeous double-page
spreads for this preview, but
we’ll save them for the actual
books. They’re unique and
powerful, establishing a place
and time and diverse cast in
exquisite fashion.

Anyhow, enjoy this preview.

_ --Don

chetel
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International
ALL-NEW FUN... =
superstar

«.direct from the world's
GREATEST ACTION-COMEDY ICON! ACKI -E

JACKIE CHANT =i

into the pages
= of a NEW
< comic book
insipred by his
) hit movies!

\ N _ s Topps Comics
S e a T is offering the

L\ o A P ASTOUNDING

- FIRST ISSUE,

signed by the

artist--
Michael

Golden--to

our readers
for only

$5.95 each,
postpaid!

B

Orders will be
filled on a
first-come,
first-served
basis while

supplies last.

And, for even
MORE

Topps Comics,

call

1-888-

COMIC BOOK
for the

““ comie book shop

nearest you!

S1997 JACKIE & WILLIE
PRODUCTIONS, LTD.

= . ] ublished exclusive
A Six-Issue Comic Book Series e
Send check or money order, payable to “Topps Comics” along with this coupon (or a photocopy) to:
JACKIE CHAN OFFER, Topps Comics, | Whitehall Street, NY, NY 10004,
Please send me copies of JACKIE CHAN'S SPARTAN X: THE ARMOUR OF HEAVEN #1.
I've enclosed $5.95 for each copy ordered. Total amount enclosed is $

Name: — _—

L T O S Y D

City: State:_ ZIP Code:

" Checks or money orders only, please. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Offer expires Dec. 31, 1997,
Overseas orders, please add an additional $2.50 US per copy for shipping & handling. No checks accepted for overseas orders.




It's been a
couple of months
since my name
has begun ap-
pearing as the
Editor-in-Chief of
Topps Comics,
so | thought I'd
finally introduce
myself. I've been
a comics fan
from the time |
was in the Ist
grade. | can
remember
swapping books
with my next
door neighbor...a
7-year-old who
seemed to have
every Dell Comic
Book that was ever published. My big three favorites
were C.C. Beck’s Capt. Marvel, Bob Kane's Batman
and Jack Cole’s Plastic Man. However, | would read
anything that was 52 pages and printed in 4 colors. |
can go on forever reminiscing about the funny animal
books, the westerns, sci-fi and crime comics that filled
the comic racks back in the 1950s.

The first 35 years that | spent with Topps...wow, it
blows my mind just to write that..was involved with
trading cards. | worked with teams of talented,
creative writers and artists. Folks such as Wally
Wood, Jack Davis and Norm Saunders
produced artwork for hundreds of great
bubble gum cards. Art “Maus”
’/{ Spiegelman, Gary “Pumpkinhead”

Gerani and yours truly wrote series
after series for such releases as
STAR WARS, GARBAGE PAIL
KIDS and THE X-FILES trading
cards.

My pet project back in 1962 was
planning and writing the original
MARS ATTACKS card series with
my mentor, Woody Gelman. Who
could have dreamed that years later
Hollywood and Tim Burton would
come calling and bring it to life on the
' screen? Yes, looking back, there have
been some truly memorable moments
{1 for me as the creative director at
Topps. | had the opportunity to chat
with George Lucas and Mark

Hamill, meet Soupy Sales (think
- -of him as the '60's version of

TOPPS-SPIN: Inside Topps Comlcs

T4
LEN BROWN ATTAGKS'

PeeWee
Herman) and
spend an hour
or two with
Michael
Jackson at his
mansion .

But now the
focus is on
comics, as |
begin a second
career here at
One Whitehall
Street.

In its brief 5-
year lifetime,
Topps Comics has
produced a full
menu of titles—
everything from
superheroes, to
funny animals (DUCKMAN), westerns (ZORRO and
THE LONE RANGER), great movie and TV
adaptations (JURASSIC PARK, BRAM STOKER’S
DRACULA, THE X-FILES, HERCULES), and, of
course, our own MARS ATTACKS.

I'm most excited about the first project to launch
under my watch.

Beginning in August, Topps will be publishing a
series of XENA:WARRIOR PRINCESS books.
Roy Thomas, one of the legends in comics...and as
enthusiastic today as he was when he broke into and
helped shape the Silver Age, &
is authoring the first two- - ‘4:-;_:‘&""- :,
part book. If you're a fan of(

Lucy Lawless, wait'll you s

see her rendered by Joyce | e
Chin. And you're gonna be (j

wowed by some of the guest cover % _’ T
artists who'll be working with us---
how's . Scott Campbell, Dave (
Stevens and Adam Hughes for
starters? Listen, this is starting to ¥ ==
sound like a shameless plug, so | b'al:ter\L
SLOp NOW.

I'll be back in a few months with more
of our exciting plans at Topps. Next
time Dwight Jon Zimmerman, our
Executive Editor, will be handling the
Topps-Spin page. In the meantime,
let's hear from you. We want to
know what we're doing right and
what we're doing wrong.

—Len Brown
Editor-in-Chief
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