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• The Central Information Commission (CIC) set up under the Right to 
Information Act is the authorised body, established in 2005, under 
the Government of India to act upon complaints from those individuals who 
have not been able to submit information requests to a Central Public 
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer due to either the officer 
not have been appointed, or because the respective Central Assistant Public 
Information Officer or State Assistant Public Information Officer refused to 
receive the application for information under the RTI Act.

• The Commission includes 1 Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and not more 
than 10 Information Commissioners (IC) who are appointed by the President of 
India. The first Chief Information Commissioner of India was Wajahat 
Habibullah. The present Chief Information Commissioner of India is Sudhir 
Bhargava

• CIC and members are appointed by the President of India on the 
recommendation of a committee consisting of—

• Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha; a 
Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister. 

• There are two woman who became CIC till now first is Ms Deepak Sandhu (4th 
CIC) and Second Ms Sushma Singh(5th CIC)
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Patients turn litigants as new rules stall therapy
Licence a must for stem cell treatment

• Several critically ill patients have been forced to line up at the Delhi High Court 
after they suddenly stopped getting medication following the implementation of 
the Centre’s New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rule, 2019.

• The March 19 notification, issued by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
marked “stem cell derived products” under the definition of “new drugs”. It also 
mandated that such formulations be approved by the Central Drugs Standard 
Control Organisation (CDSCO). The new rules require clinics engaged in such “new 
drug” therapy to acquire a marketing licence. But there is no provision for an 
interim arrangement for patients during the application process.

• A Bench of Justices G.S. Sistani and Jyoti Singh said that as an interim measure 
and till such time as the clinics’ applications for licences are processed, the 
patients should continue to receive therapy from their clinics.



Nipah virus is one of the 
pathogens in the WHO R&D 
Blueprint list of epidemic 
threats needing urgent R&D 
action. 

Nipah virus was first identified 
during an outbreak of disease 
that took place in Malaysia in 
1998. 

Both animal-to-human and 
human-to-human 
transmission have been 
documented. From 1998 to 
2015, more than 600 cases of 
Nipah virus human infections 
were reported. Subsequent 
outbreaks in India and 
Bangladesh have occurred 
with high case fatality.



Fruit bats are the natural 
reservoirs of Nipah virus

• The risk of exposure is high for hospital workers and caretakers 
of those infected with the virus. 

• In Malaysia and Singapore, Nipah virus infection occurred in 
those with close contact to infected pigs. 

• In Bangladesh and India, the disease has been linked to 
consumption of raw date palm sap (toddy) and contact with 
bats

• Laboratory diagnosis of Nipah virus infection is made using 
reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) 
from throat swabs, cerebrospinal fluid, urine and blood analysis 
during acute and convalescent stages of the disease.

• IgG and IgM antibody detection can be done after recovery to 
confirm Nipah virus infection. Immunohistochemistry on tissues 
collected during autopsy also confirms the disease. 

• RNA can be isolated from the saliva of infected persons

Henipavirus is a genus of RNA viruses in 

the family Paramyxoviridae, order Mononegavira

les containing five established 

species.Henipaviruses are naturally harboured

by pteropid fruit bats (flying foxes) 

and microbats of several species.Henipaviruses

are characterised by long genomes and a wide 

host range. Their recent emergence 

as zoonotic pathogens capable of causing illness 

and death in domestic animals and humans is a 

cause of concern
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• The Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO) is a statutory corporate fraud investigating 
agency in India. Initially, it was set up by a resolution adopted by the Government of 
India on 2 July 2003 and carried out investigations within the existing legal framework 
under section 235 to 247 of the erstwhile Companies Act, 1956. Later, Section 211 of the 
Companies Act, 2013, accorded the statutory status to the Serious Fraud Investigation 
Office (SFIO). It is under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government 
of India. The SFIO is involved in major fraud probes and is the co-ordinating agency with 
the Income Tax Department and the Central Bureau of Investigation.

• It is a multi-disciplinary organization having experts from financial sector, capital market, 
accountancy, forensic audit, taxation, law, information technology, company law, customs 
and investigation. These experts have been taken from various organizations like 
banks, Securities and Exchange Board of India, Comptroller and Auditor General and 
concerned organizations and departments of the Government.

• Based on the recommendation of Naresh Chandra Committee on corporate governance 
(which was set up by the Government on 21 August 2002) and in the backdrop of stock 
market scams as also the failure of non-banking companies resulting in huge financial 
loss to the public, Vajpayee Government decided to set up SFIO on 9 January 2003
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• Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS) is an integrated bill payment system 
in India offering interoperable and accessible bill payment service to customers 
through a network of agents of registered member as Agent Institutions 
(AI), enabling multiple payment modes, and providing instant confirmation of 
payment.

• National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) functions as the authorised Bharat 
Bill Payment Central Unit (BBPCU), which will be responsible for setting business 
standards, rules and procedures for technical and business requirements for all 
the participants. NPCI, as the BBPCU, will also undertake clearing and settlement 
activities related to transactions routed through BBPS. Existing bill aggregators 
and banks are envisaged to work as Operating Units to provide an interoperable 
bill payment system irrespective of which unit has on-boarded a particular biller. 
Payments may be made through the BBPS using cash, transfer cheques, and 
electronic modes
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Prasar Bharati is India's largest public 
broadcasting agency. It is a statutory 
autonomous body set up by an Act of 
Parliament and comprises 
the Doordarshan Television 
Network and All India Radio, which 
were earlier media units of the Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting. 
The Parliament of India passed the 
Prasar Bharati Act to grant this 
autonomy in 1990, but it was not 
enacted until 15 September 1997
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• The Prasar Bharati Act vests the general superintendence, direction, and management of affairs of the 
Corporation in the Prasar Bharati Board which may exercise all such powers and do all such acts and 
things as may be exercised or done by the Corporation.

• The Prasar Bharati Board consists of:

• Chairman

• One Executive Member

• One Member (Finance)

• One Member (Personnel)

• Six Part-time Members

• Director-General (Akashvani), ex officio

• Director-General (Doordarshan), ex officio

• One representative of the Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (India), to be nominated by 
that Ministry and

• Two representatives of the employees , of whom one shall be elected by the engineering staff from 
amongst themselves and one shall be elected by the other employee from amongst themselves.

• The President of India appoints the Chairman and the other Members, except the ex 
officio members, nominated member and the elected members. 

• Board meetings must be held at least once in every three months each year. The actress Kajol has been 
named as part-time member for five years, until November 2021
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