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PROGRAM NOTE

A preoccupation with giving each member of the performing group its own
musical identity characterizes my String Quartet No. 4; thus mirroring the
democratic attitude in which each member of a society maintains his or her
own identity while cooperating in a common effort — a concept that domi-
nates all my recent work. In this quartet, more than in others of my scores,
a spirit of cooperation prevails. Each player’s part has its own musical
materials and expressive character, and each participates in its own way in
the four-part ensemble. While there are many changes of mood and speed
and frequent pauses, the work is in one long, constantly changing movement.
In the background, however, there is a suggestion of the traditional four-
movement plan of the classical string quartet — Appassionato, Scherzando,
l.ento, Presto.

String Quartet No. 4 is dedicated to the Composers String Quartet, who
commissioned the score as one of a consortium made up of two others —
the Sequoia and Thouvenel Quartets — that was financed in part by the
National Endowment for the Arts. The score was composed during part of
1985-86 in New York City, Waccabuc, and at the American Academy in
Rome. The Composers Quartet gave its premiere at Festival Miami on
September 17, 1986.

— Elliott Carter



fF 31 Principal Voice

I "1 Secondary Voice

In passages where neither mark exists the voices should be evenly balanced
while following the dynamic indications.

Duration: ca. 24% minutes

Recorded by the Arditti Quartet on Etcetera Records KTC-1065.

Parts are available on sale from the publisher (ENB-277)



To the Composers Quartet

STRING QUARTET NO. 4

Elliott Carter (1986)
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ELLIOTT CARTER

IN SLEEP, IN THUNDER (1981)
Six Poems of Robert Lowell
for tenor and 14 instruments

TRIPLE DUO (1983)
for flute (doubling piccolo), clarinet (doubling E-flat and bass clarinets),
percussion, piano, violin and cello

CHANGES (1983)
for guitar

CANON FOR 4 (1984)
“Homage to William”
for ﬂute, bass clurinet violin und cello

RICONOSCENZA PER GOFFREDO PETRASSI (1984)
for solo violin

ESPRIT RUDE / ESPRIT DOUX (1984)
Pour Pierre Boulez
for flute and B-flat clarinet

PENTHODE (1985)

for five groups of four instrumentalists

STRING QUARTET NO. 4 (1986) 24

THREE OCCASIONS for orchestra 16’
A Celebration of Some 100 x 150 Notes (1986) 3
Remembrance (1988) 7
Anniversary (1989) 6’

OBOE CONCERTO (1987) 20

ENCHANTED PRELUDES (1988) 6’

for flute and cello

BIRTHDAY FLOURISH (1988) o v

for five trumpets or brass quintet ‘

VIOLIN CONCERTO (1990) 26’

CON LEGGEREZZA PENSOSA (1990) 5

Omaggio a Italo Calvino
for B-flat clarinet, violin and cello

SCRIVO IN VENTO (1991) 5

for flute alone :

QUINTET (1991) 20

for piano and winds

TRILOGY (1992) 15’
Bariolage for solo harp " 5
Inner Song for solo oboe 5
Immer Neu for oboe and harp 5
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