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THE DARKNESS:

MAFIA HITMAN JACKIE
ESTACADO WAS BOTH BLESSED
AND CURSED ON HIS 21ST
BIRTHDAY: HE BECAME THE
BEARER OF THE DARKMNESS,
WITH ACCESS TO AN OTHER-
WORLDLY DIMENSION AND THE
DEMONS WHO DWELL THERE TO
DO THIS BIDDING. WHEN MOB
KINGPIN FRANKIE FRANCHETTI
KILLED JENNY, THE ONLY
WOoOMAN JACKIE EVER LOVED,
JACKIE TURNED AGAINST HIS
MAFIA FAMILY, KILLING BOTH
FRANKIE AND HIMSELF. BUT
THE DARKNESS BROUGHT
JACKIE BACK TO LIFE, TO DO
ITS OWN MYSTERIOUS BIDDING.

HELL AND .

RECENTLY:

AN EXHAUSTED JACKIE HAS MADE
HIS WAY TO ATLANTIC CITY WHERE
HE BREAKS UP AN ARGUMENT
BETWEEN LOCAL MOBSTER MICKEY
VERN AND A WOMARN IN HIS CASINO.
THE WOMAN AND HER FRIEND TRY
TO THANK JACKIE BUT HE SUC-
CUMBS TO SLEEP. HE WAKES UP TO
FIND THE WOMAN'S FRIEND EVIS-
CERATED AND A VERY UNHAPPY
MICKEY VERN WAITING FOR HIM. IN
ORDER TO PROTECT THE WOMAN,
JACKIE MAKES A DEAL TO "HANDLE"
THREE PROBLEM PEOFPLE FOR VERM.
JusT AS JACKIE ELIMINATES THESE
PROBLEMS A NEW ONE ARISES, AS
ANOTHER MURDER OCCURS IN THE
HOTEL. Now VERN BELIEVES THAT
JACKIE HAS DOUBLE CROSSED HIM,
AND ALL HELLS ABOUT TO BREAK
LODSE.
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YOU LOOK LIKE
SOMETHING I'D

5/ THE DARKNEGS
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HE STASBED
ME TWELVE TIMES
WITH A KITCHEN
KNIFE.

I CAN'T
HAVE ANY
MORE KIDS.
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WITH THIS
POWER, YOUR

POWER, WE COULD
CHANSE THE
worLR

MAKE A PLACE
WHERE THERE'RE
NO MORE /UANSG AND
MICKEYS...
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IVE BEEN
WATEHING YOu.
I THINK YOU CAN DO

MUCH MORE
THAN YOU THINK
YOU CAN.
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THE TOP COW

THE TOP COVW BIBLE
CONMING IN MIARCH 2005!

Wrutcn by editor Scott Tucker, the Top
Cow Bible reveals the secrets of the Top
Cow Universe in a “handbook” style format.
The 96-page tome contains new material,
including in-depth character bios covering
Top Cow's library going back to the early
days of Top Cow (with Cyberforce, Weapon
Zero and more!), as well as Top Cow's latest
offerings Hunter-Killer and Necromancer. The
book also includes redesigns of 10 Top Cow
characters to be seen for the first time.
Scott promises that there will be something
new revealed about all the characters
featured.

Scott had an interesting strategy
through which he got his job at Top Cow.
After meeting Editor Renae Geerlings at
a convention, Scott emailed daily until
an intern position opened up. There he
worked his way to line editor and left his
lucrative job as a therapist.

“Talking to the various creators,
digging up ideas as well as plans for these
characters not yet revealed, has been a big
task. This book will help establish
continuity and really set the groundwork
for future writers of these characters. It's
a great job, said editor Scott Tucker” -

Staff Profile

Ask anyone at Top Cow. I have been carrying my two dog-eared
copies of issues #1 and #2 of We3 around and forcing them on
everyone I know. Every single person has agreed that this is indeed
a rare treasure! Now, it's your turn. You MUST read this book!
Grant Morrison and Frank Quitely weave a tale of hard-hitting
poignancy around some of the most chilling violence you've ever
seen. From the first amazing bullet riddled spread in issue #1
to the heart-wrenching scene of the self-berating pooch in issue
#2, you 'll find yourself pouring over every line of dialogue and
art, mining them for all they're worth. And in this book, you'll |’
strike goldg These three animals will steal your heart... AND | 00

Job Title: Penciler/inker scare the crap out of you!
Whet a8 larew oy Think ot me when you in turn tell YOUR. friends, “You have to read this book!”
n —VP of publishing, Renae Geerlings

pictures and sometimes | ink

them.

Hnw ] pnl my job: My Mom
porttolio (iiteralty)

(Surprise, we have lives!)

Name: ERIC MMI.DU&
Date and place of birth
August 26, 1980, East LA

Vi Sk aco The Darkness: Black Sails Strykeforce Vol. 1 TPB
Best part of my job High seas adventure, Darkness style Nine issues in one book!
{

Battle of the Planets:
Princess #5 (of 6)
Keyop captured, Princess to the rescue

Top Cow 2005 Preview Book
The future is here, the time is now

ROAD WARRIORS!
Appearances
Orlando Megacon, Florida,
Feb 25-27

Come see Hunter-Killer writar

‘Worst part of my Job:
‘When my editors yell al me

Favorite ice cream flavor:
Cheese burgers! Get
cracking on this, Ben & Jarry.

Favorite hobby:
Playin' HALQ. and
drawin', of course

NEWEST COVERS

( Bow before our majestic beauty)

Mark Waid and Witchblade
writer Ron Marz appearing as
well are artists Tyler Kirkham,
George Perez, Ethan Van
Sciver, Michael Aven Oeming,
and inker Jay Liesten. Packed
this one, | tell ya.

www.megaconvention.com

Wizard World L.A., California,
March 18-20

Sci-fi scribe Josh Ortega,
Hunter-Killer writer Mark Waid
and artist Marc Silvestril Also
appearing are artists Eric
Basaldua, Michael Chol, J.G.

Favorite TV show:
Currantly, Smallville

Favorite movie: Too
embarrassed to say

Comics you currently read:
Not many.

Jones, colorist Brian

Hunter-Killer #3 Witchblade #85 Darkness #20 Bucccllalo and Inkers Joe

(W) Mark Waid ) Ron Marz ) David Lapham Weems and Rick Basaldua.

(P) Mare Silvestri P) Michael Chol A} LaphamyBrian Denham  The big show gets bigger this
Cov) Adam Hughes Cov) Dale Keown year!

www.topcow.com



